
TVLL 2022 House Rules

Rookie (1) Farm A AA AAA Majors

League Age 5-6 6-7 7-9 8-10 9-11 10-12

Game Length 3-4 innings, 1:00(4) 4 innings, 1:30(4) 6 innings, 1:30(4) 6 innings, 1:45(4) 6 innings, 1:45(4) 6 innings, 2:00(4)(5)

Extra Innings No No No Yes (tie allowed) Yes (tie allowed) Yes (tie allowed)

Playoffs No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

# Players on Field 10(6) 10(6) 9 9 9 9

Minimum Playing Time N/A
4 Inn/gm

(2 IF, 1 OF)
4 Inn/gm

(2 IF, 1 OF)
4 Inn/gm

(2 IF, 1 OF)
4 Inn/gm

(2 IF, 1 OF)
3 Inn/gm

(1 IF)

Batting Order (8) Continuous Continuous Continuous Continuous Continuous Continuous

End of 1/2 inning 6 players bat All Players bat 3 outs or 5 runs 3 outs or 5 runs 3 outs or 5 runs 3 outs

Walks No No No Yes Yes Yes

10 run rule No No No Yes Yes Yes

Bunting No No No Yes (3) Yes Yes

Base Stealing No No No Yes Yes Yes

Dropped 3rd Strike No No No Yes (3) Yes Yes

Infield Fly Rule No No No Yes (3) Yes Yes

Pitching Tee / Coach (2) Coach Machine Kid Kid Kid

Ball Type Tee Ball Level 5 Level 5 LL Hard Ball LL Hard Ball LL Hard Ball

Base Distance 50' 50' 60' 60' 60' 60'

Pitching Rubber Distance na na 46' 46' 46' 46'

Fence Distance(7) 100' 120' 125' 150' 175' 200'

Draft No No No Yes Yes Yes

Umpires na parent/coach parent/coach Plate & Base Plate & Base Plate & Base

(1) Renamed from Tee-Ball to better indicate 1st year and option to use tee or coach pitch
(2) Coach may pitch to players at his/her discretion based on the individual skill level of the player
(elapsed from the start of the game3) Starts after Spring Break
(4) No new inning may start after this time has
(5) Time limits apply to Majors due to field requirements as per LL Regulation VII (h)
(6) Tenth fielder is an outfielder (when applicable); 4 outfielders will be distributed evenly beyond the infield dirt (or equivalent)



(7) Measured from the apex (back) of home plate.
(8) Continuous batting order = players will bat in a continuous manner (even when not playing in the field).

TVLL 2022 House Rules

1. Mercy Rule (applies to AA, AAA, and Majors)
A. Ten (10) run rule observed for AA, AAA, and Majors Divisions per LL Rule Book, Rule 4.10(e)
B. If the visiting team is ahead by 15 runs or greater after the home half of the 3rd inning the game will be complete
C. If the home team is ahead by 15 runs or greater after the visiting half of the 3rd inning the game will be complete

2. Pitching (applies to AA, AAA, Majors)
1. Pitch limits daily limits

1. Majors:
1. Beginning of season to March 31, 2022 - limit 60 pitches
2. April 11, 2022 to Playoffs - limit 85 pitches (LL Rulebook, Regulation VI, Article C)

2. AAA
1. Beginning of season to March 31, 2022 - limit 50 pitches
2. April 11, 2022 to Playoffs - limit 75 pitches (LL Rulebook, Regulation VI, Article C)

3. AA
1. Beginning of season to March 31, 2022 - limit 35 pitches
2. April 11, 2022 to Playoffs - limit 50 pitches (LL Rulebook, Regulation VI, Article C)

4. If the pitcher reaches the imposed pitch limit while facing a batter, the pitcher may continue to pitch until one of
the following conditions occurs (whichever happens first)

1. That batter reaches base
2. That batter is put out
3. The half-inning is completed

1. 3rd out made or
2. 5th run scored

5. Rest Requirements-See LL Rulebook, Regulation VI, Article D-K
1. Pitchers league age 14 and under must adhere to the following rest requirements:

1. If a player pitches 66 or more pitches in a day, four (4) calendar days of rest must be observed.
2. If a player pitches 51-65 pitches in a day, three (3) calendar days of rest must be observed.
3. If a player pitches 36-50 pitches in a day, two (2) calendar days of rest must be observed.
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4. If a player pitches 21-35 pitches in a day, one (1) calendar day of rest must be observed.
5. If a player pitches 1-20 pitches in a day, no (0) calendar day of rest is required.

2. Under no circumstance shall a player pitch in three (3) consecutive days.
3. A pitcher's pitch count for the purposes of day(s) rest threshold is determined by the first pitch thrown to a

batter. The pitcher may not start a new batter once the limit imposed in Regulation VI(c) has been met.
6. Mounds (for fields with temporary/moveable mounds)

1. Mounds will be used in AA, AAA, and Majors
2. Mounds we be placed at standard Little League distance

1. Front of the rubber is 46 feet from the apex of home plate as measured along the ground to the front
of the pitching rubber

2. Placement will be verified by umpire and managers prior to first pitch
3. Once the mound is in place, it will remain in place for the remainder of the game.

3. Entire Season, AA/AAA/Majors:
1. No appeals/requests for help can be made to any umpire that makes a judgment call, such as but not limited to whether a

batted ball is fair or foul, whether a pitch is a ball or strike, or whether a runner is safe or out. You may request or appeal
for help if the umpire’s decision may conflict with the rules, such as but not limited to pitch counts or batting orders. Rule
9.02(a).

2. A team must have a minimum 9 eligible players to start a game
a. If a team will have fewer than 9 eligible players due to schedule conflicts or illness the manager will contact the

player agent to request a pool player(s)
b. If a player is injured during the course of game play, the team may continue to play the game with 8  players

without penalty.
3. Pinch Running

a. If the catcher or pitcher is on base with 2 outs in the inning, at the manager's discretion, a pinch runner may be used
for players that will be playing these 2 positions in the next half inning.

b. If a player is injured and cannot continue as a runner for that inning a pinch runner may be used.
c. The pinch runner will be the player that recorded the last/most recent out.

4. Game start time - a game “starts” when the home team pitcher throws their first warm-up pitch prior to the 1st inning

4. Rookie Division: Entire Season
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The Rookie Division will be a hybrid of Tee Ball and Coach Pitch. Players will bat off the tee or against Coach pitching
based on ability at the Coaching staff’s discretion. Coach Pitch will pitch 5 pitches to the batter. After 5 pitches, if the ball is
not put in play, the player will hit off the tee. No Strikeouts. Batting order is continuous. Inning is over after 6 batters
regardless of how many outs. (If a runner is put out, they are out.) Runners cannot advance on an overthrow. Play is ruled
over when the ball reaches the infield dirt or equivalent. If a runner is not at the halfway point between bases when the play
is ruled over, the runner must return to the base that they came from. Force-outs, fly-outs, tag-outs are enforced.

5. Farm Division
The Farm Division is meant to be a transition division into Single A and in some cases Double AA.  Players will be
introduced to the concept of outs, baserunning, live coach pitch, position integrity, and situational baseball plays.  Coach
will pitch up to 5 strikes to a batter, if the batter is fouling the balls off the coach will continue to pitch until the batter hits a
ball in play or completely misses, at that time the batter will be transitioned to a tee (for the first half of the season, during
the second half of the season a player gets 7 coach strikes and if does not put a ball in play they are considered out).

Force-outs, fly-outs, tag-outs, are enforced.  Interference is generally ruled in the favor of the runner.

Runners can, and are encouraged to, try for extra bases.  The only exception -  runners cannot advance on an overthrow.
Play is ruled over when the ball reaches a base or the pitcher.  If the runner has started advancing to the next base prior to
the ball reaching a base or pitcher they have the ability to get to the advancing base.

For the first part of the season (pre-spring break), batting order is continuous with the inning over after all players have hit.
After Spring Break, we will implement 3 outs or max 9 hitters.

6. Single A Division
League age 8 players not drafted into AA division will be placed into single A player pool. Players will be assigned to teams
by a TVLL official.

Beginning of season to March 31, 2022 - Players will be pitched up to 7 pitches by the pitching machine. If on the
7th pitch the batter fouls the ball off they will be pitched subsequent pitches until the ball is put in play or the batter
swings and misses for an out, whichever occurs first. A half-inning ends when 5 runs are scored or 3 outs are
recorded, whichever occurs first. Runners can advance one (1) base on an overthrow, but may not advance to home
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plate. Play is ruled over when the ball reaches the infield dirt or equivalent and is controlled by a defensive player.
Any runner not past the halfway point between bases will return to the base they came from.

April 11, 2022 to end of season (including playoffs) - Players will be pitched up to 7 pitches by the pitching
machine. Strikeouts count. A strikeout will consist of 3 pitches considered “strikes,” by the designated umpire. This
includes swing-and-miss, pitches in the “strike zone,” and foul balls.  If on the 3rd strike or 7th pitch the batter fouls
the ball off, they will be pitched subsequent pitches until the ball is put in play, the batter swings and misses, or the
batter does not swing at the third strike, whichever occurs first. An inning ends with 5 runs scored or 3 outs recorded,
whichever occurs first. Runners can advance one (1) base on an overthrow, but may not advance to home plate. Play
is ruled over when the ball reaches the infield dirt or equivalent and is controlled by a defensive player. Any runner
not past the halfway point between bases will return to the base they came from.

Playoffs - Playoffs seeding will be determined by drawing numbers from a hat at the conclusion of all regular season
games. Umpires will be assigned for playoffs.

7. AA Division
Beginning of season to March 31, 2022 - Normal Little League rules apply with the exception of stealing bases.
Stealing of 2nd and 3rd base is allowed. Runners cannot steal home. If on a steal attempt the throw goes into the
outfield, the runner is not allowed to advance. Dropped 3rd strike NOT in effect.

April 11, 2022 to completion of playoffs - Runners may advance to any base (including home plate), at their own
risk, on an overthrow of any base. All forms of stealing any base (including home plate) are allowed. Dropped 3rd
strike rule IS in effect.

Entire Season-The play is considered over and the ball is dead when the pitcher, with ball in hand, has returned to
the pitching rubber.

8. AAA Division
Beginning of season to April 11, 2022 - Dropped 3rd strike NOT in effect.

TVLL House Rules 2021 5



April 11, 2022 to end of season (including playoffs) - Dropped 3rd strike rule in effect.

Entire Season:
The play is considered over and the ball is dead when the pitcher, with ball in hand, has returned to the pitching
rubber

All forms of stealing are allowed as long as the pitcher has not returned to the pitching rubber. Once the pitcher has
returned to the pitching rubber the runners cannot advance until after the next pitch is thrown.

9. Majors Division: Entire Season
All Little League rules follow the Little League Rulebook with the exception of TVLL Rules that pertain to pitch
counts, as specified per Local provision 5.

The play is considered over and the ball is dead when the pitcher, with ball in hand, has returned to the pitching
rubber AND the catcher has returned to the home plate vicinity and is preparing to or is ready to receive the next
pitch.

10. Provisional Inning (AA, AAA)
Observed Rules
1. The official start time of the game is when the first warm up pitch of the visitor half of the first inning is thrown (this

time will be declared by the umpire to both managers)
2. No new inning may start after the time limit (as indicated on TVLL House Rules 2022 Matrix)
3. If a new inning is to start within 10 minutes of the time limit, managers can agree to a “provisional” last inning with

unlimited runs.
4. If ALL following conditions apply, one more inning(s) may be played after provisional inning:

1. The “provisional” last inning is completed AND
2. The next (final) inning is started before the time limit expires AND
3. Neither team has scored more than 5 runs in the “provisional” last inning 

10. Playoffs
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1. For AA, AAA, and Majors, playoff seeding is determined by regular season W-L records.
2. For A playoff seeding is determined by drawing numbers out of a hat.
3. Tiebreakers for playoff seedings are as follows, in the following order:

1. Win %
2. Head to Head
3. Runs scored against
4. Runs scored for

4. No pool players are allowed during playoffs
5. No time limits-all games will complete 6 innings unless shortened by the mercy rule
6.

Double elimination using Little League bracket formats)
1. Home team will be determined by the higher seed. 
2. The only exception will be the first championship game where the home team is the winner of the winner’s bracket

and the visitor comes from the elimination bracket.
3. If a second championship game is played, the higher seed will be the home team

11. Pool Players
1. Parents will indicate if they choose to have their child entered into the player pool
2. Pool player list will be managed by the “TVLL Player Agent”
3. Managers will request pool players to replace absent players
4. “TVLL Player Agent” will be responsible for assigning pool players to requesting managers and notifying players of

their playing assignment
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